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notion of the Ministry; and by all means, avoid such
things as may embarrass or beget jealousies; so that the
burden or odium may not fall on the Ministry, where any
harsh things happen to be done: that it seems to me to be
the duty of those in posts, to avoid unnecessary disputes,
and not to expect that the Ministry will interpose to extri-
cate them, when they, without necessity, have involved
themselves. But some are of a different opinion, and seem
to think, that they have no more to do when they meet
with difficulties, perhaps of their own creating, than to call
In the Ministry, and desire them to decide the matter by
power: a method that I do not approve, nor has it suc-
ceeded well with former governors here: witness Lord
Sydney, and Lord Wharton In the case of the Con-
vocation.1

There really needs but one thing to quiet the people of
Ireland, and It Is to convince them, that there Is no eye to
the Pretender. Great Industry has been, and still is, used
to bugbear them with that fear. I believe it is over with
you; but It will require time and prudent methods to quiet
the people here, that have been possessed for twenty-two
years with a continual apprehension, that he Is at the door,
and that a certain kind of people designed to bring him in.
The circumstances of this kingdom, from what they saw
and felt under King James, make the dread of him much
greater than it can be with you.

As to our Convocation, a letter came from her Majesty to
give us license to act; but It noways pleased some people,
and so It was sent back to be modelled to their mind, but
returned again without alteration. It came not to us till
the day the Parliament adjourned. I was at that time
obliged to attend the Council, there being a hearing of the
Quakers against a Bill for Recovering Tithes. In my absence
they adjourned till the meeting of the Parliament, without
so much as voting thanks, or appointing a committee.
The things that displeased some In the license were, first,
that my Lord Primate was not the sole president, so as to
appoint whom he pleased to act in his absence; the second

1 In 1692 tlie "Viceroy, Viscount Sydney, afterwards Earl of Romney,
prorogued the Irish Parliament to terminate unpalatable debate, and,
as already stated, the Karl of Wharton acted similarly in the case of
Convocation when the conduct of his chaplain, Lambert, was under
discussion (supra^ p. 202, n. i).           5 Supra, p. 259.        of St. John         of Harley.   Forther
